
Tem t’Ikw : The Cold Time  
Did you know…. that the winter season was a time for winter celebrations and feasting? 
Locally these celebrations included Spirit Dances and the Potlatch. (language and teachings 
from Norman Guererrero, Jr.) 

The Potlatch  
Did you know …….the word potlatch is Chinook and means to give?  

Potlatches were (are) significant ceremonial occasions that were held in the winter months 
when food and resources were abundant having been gathered and preserved during the rest 
of the year. Potlatches were significant social, political, economic and ceremonial foundations 
of a community and culture. Potlatches included a feast and distribution of gifts. 

Did you know….. 
The Federal Government of Canada outlawed the Potlatch in 1885. The Potlatch Ban 
was a government policy designed to force assimilation by preventing Indigenous 
Communities from participating in the Potlatch. The Indian Act was later amended to 
include the Sundance and other ceremonies across Canada. The Potlatch ban 
remained in effect until 1951. Find out more about the Potlatch and the Potlatch ban 
at the following sites: Bill Reid SFU, Nuxalk, Potlatch Ban 
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    We would like to thank the Coast Salish people, specifically the Skwxwú7mesh Nation and Tsleil-
Waututh Nation, whose unceded traditional territory the North Vancouver School District resides on. We value the opportunity 

to learn, share and grow on this traditional territory.
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https://my44.sd44.ca/Forms/Documents/Indigenous%20Education%20Programming%20Gr.%206%20to%2012%20Request.pdf#search=Indigenous
https://my44.sd44.ca/Forms/Documents/Indigenous%20Education%20Programming%20K-Gr.%205%20Request.pdf#search=Indigenous
https://my44.sd44.ca/Forms/Documents/Indigenous%20Education%20Programming%20Gr.%206%20to%2012%20Request.pdf#search=Indigenous


Resources  

Here are some resources about the Potlatch to share with your students 

A Kwakwaka’wakw Potlatch 

by Sally Williams    

The Winter Solstice 
The Winter Solstice, the first day of winter and the shortest day/
longest night of the year falls on December 21st 202.  The Winter 
Solstice. “It is a time for rest for a lot of the animals and for the 
plants,” says Wilfred Buck, an elder from the Opaskwayak Cree 
Nation. “It is time for the people to replenish their spirit. It is 
time for them to dream.”reference.  

 

Learn more about the Winter Solstice in this video, Ask an 
Elder: Winter solstice in the Cree tradition here.  

Read about Ojibwe storytelling during the winter here.  

Resources 
Here are some resources shared by NVSD Cultural worker Dallas Guss on Winter 

Glooskap Winter Giant      

Iroquois Winter Stone Game  
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Secret of the Dance  

Alfred Scow Andrea Spalding 

“There are traditional 
stories that can only be 
told while there is snow 
on the ground,” Emily 
Buermann reference 

https://www.dl-online.com/lifestyle/family/4816975-Winter-stories-Ojibwe-tales-that-can-only-be-told-when-there%E2%80%99s-snow-on-the-ground
https://www.dl-online.com/lifestyle/family/4816975-Winter-stories-Ojibwe-tales-that-can-only-be-told-when-there%E2%80%99s-snow-on-the-ground
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/solstice-is-a-time-to-replenish-and-reflect-2Z4IX186QkmSKhOFqFLOng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dX5F9zRYfQ0
https://www.dl-online.com/lifestyle/family/4816975-Winter-stories-Ojibwe-tales-that-can-only-be-told-when-there%E2%80%99s-snow-on-the-ground
https://my44.sd44.ca/department/LearningServices/indigenouseducation/resources/Documents/Glooskap%20Winter%20Giant.pdf
https://my44.sd44.ca/department/LearningServices/indigenouseducation/resources/Documents/Iroquois%20Winter%20Stone%20Game.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dX5F9zRYfQ0


Here are a few resources to share with your classes. 

 For more resources or to collaborate email your request using the K-5   Grade 6-12  request forms  
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https://my44.sd44.ca/Forms/Documents/Indigenous%20Education%20Programming%20K-Gr.%205%20Request.pdf#search=Indigenous
https://my44.sd44.ca/Forms/Documents/Indigenous%20Education%20Programming%20Gr.%206%20to%2012%20Request.pdf#search=Indigenous
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The NVSD Indigenous Education team would like 

to invite self identified Indigenous children, youth 

and adults to share in a video series about “Who 

I Am.” 

Please indicate your interest in 

participating in the video series by emailing 
abed@sd44.ca by Friday, December 4, 2020. 

All Covid 19 safety protocols will be followed. 

Women in Trades Course 

The Squamish Nation Training and 
Trades Center in offering a Women in 
Trades Course from January 11-April 
2, 2021. 

For more information: 

Call. 604.980.7946 

 email tradescentre@squamish.net 



 

NVSD Indigenous Education Virtual 
Workshop: November 30th  
Join  the NVSD Indigenous Education team in a virtual workshop.    

What have been the successes, obstacles, resistance and struggles 
infusing Indigenous Ways of Knowing. Share with colleagues of what has 
worked and what changes can be made. Please email Stephanie Maki at 

smaki@sd44.ca to reserve a spot in this virtual workshop.  

NVSD Indigenous Education Book Clubs 2020-2021 

The NVSD Indigenous Education Team 
would like to invite CUPE, NVTA and 

NOVA members to join the NVSD 
Indigenous Education Team Book Clubs 

for 2020-2021.  

Richard Wagamese, One Drum:Stories and Ceremonies for a Planet, will meet virtually in January and 
February.   

Marie Battiste, Decolonizing Education: Nourishing the Learning Spirit will meet virtually in February 
and March.   

Please email Stephanie Maki smaki@sd44.ca to register and indicate which Book Club you are 
interested in. There is room for ten participants in each book club. Please respond by December 1st, 
2020, to ensure that you receive your book before winter break. 
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